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Coos Watershed received a grant to remove
the culvert just above the hatchery. It was
an undersized culvert which restricted
stream flow at high water. A nice big
bridge will go in its place.

The stream channel has been dug out and a
rock base for the creek has been installed.
The big boulders are to protect the base of
the abutments for the bridge.

Noble Creek will now have a lot of room
for high water events without restricting
the stream flow. Concrete footings will be
poured on top of the block abutments and
the bridge will sit on those. The culvert on
the right side of the picture is Ferry Creek
entering from the north.

The concrete elements of the bridge are all
in place and grout installed to seal between
the pieces. Forms are in place for a concrete
rail. A 2” x 6” pressure treated wood railing
will be installed along each side of the
bridge. A gate will also be installed at the
far end to keep horses in the pasture. Thank
you Coos Watershed for a fine bridge!!!

Salmon fishing continues to be very good in Coos Bay. The Chinook salmon are biting
very well in the Coos River, Isthmus Slough, and other upper tidewater sections of the
bay. While wild coho fishing has been red hot from the jetties up to California Street
Boat Ramp. Just a reminder to anglers that the wild coho season for Coos Bay will be
open through November 30 and anglers will be allowed 1 wild coho per day and 2 wild
coho per season. Coho fishing has been so good even my wife decided to get a fishing
license and catch a coho (which we did in 30 minutes).
Many Chinook salmon returned to Noble Creek hatchery with the shot of much needed
rain the Coos Bay area received in September. These fish were in good shape and many
were still very bright fish with little to no chance of surviving in the raceway until the
end of October. Because of this we donated over 100 Chinook in two days to a couple
of the local food banks in the Coos Bay area.
Speaking of Chinook, it’s time to start thinking of spawning days at Noble Creek Hatchery. Here is the proposed spawning schedule for Noble Creek:

Tuesday, October 28
Tuesday, November 4
Saturday, November 8
Thursday, November 13
Tuesday, November 18
Tuesday, November 25
The spawning schedule is dependent on rain and Chinook returning to the hatchery.
There are lots of fish in the bay so there should be plenty of fish to spawn. We will need
lots of help especially during the first 4 spawning days.
Finally, over the summer I have been working on a report for the 5 year Coos fall Chinook Monitoring and Evaluation project that we just finished up this past fall. One of
the many things that I have been looking at for the Coos fall Chinook hatchery program
is how well our fish contribute to the ocean fisheries and where are those fish being
caught. I use recoveries of the Coded Wire Tagged fish in the ocean sport and commercial fisheries which are all summarized in a regional database that I can access on the
internet. Below is a graph of where the Coos Basin hatchery fall Chinook have been
caught in the ocean over the past 5 years.
No room for the graph, but here are the percentages of catch for the Chinook salmon.
California 1%, Oregon 7%, Washington 22%, Canada 37%, Alaska 33%.
Gary Vonderohe
Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife
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POTLUCK 6:00 PM MEETING 7:00 TUE. Oct. 14th
NOBLE CREEK HATCHERY
Coos River S.T.E.P. Association
Coos River S.T.E.P. needs your help to
insure that there will be rivers to fish
and salmon and steelhead to fish for into
the future. Sign up today as a SUPPORTER
& volunteer! Oregon’s fish need your help!
MEMBERSHIP:

$15.00 Family

Name__________________________________________________

JOIN STEP!
You can SUPPORT
Coos River STEP Association
and receive this news letter
for only $15.00 per Family!
(Tax deductible!)

See order form at left
E-mail news items or
questions about Coos River
STEP to
WEB SITE

noblecreekfish.net
Address_________________________________Phone__________
City,State,Zip____________________________________________
Please make checks payable to: Coos

E-mail
cehaga@charter.net
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